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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Honley  Urban  District. 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1925. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

In  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  District,  I have  complied  with 
the  instructions  and  form  laid  down  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  (Circular  648) . 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 
THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Urban  District  of  Honley  comprises  an 
area  of  2,174.6  acres  on  the  lower  slopes  of 
the  Pennines.  Its  boundaries  are  approxi- 
mately: On  the  North,  HUDDERSFIELD 
and  SOUTH  CROSLAND ; South,  HOLM- 
FIRTH;  West.  MELTHAM;  and  East, 
THURSTONLAND. 

The  altitude  varies  from  300ft.  to  900ft. 
above  sea-level. 

About  two-thirds  of  the  area  is  good  farm- 
ing land  and  woods,  the  remainder  being 
occupied  bv  mills  and  the  various  grades  of 
houses,  shops,  etc.,  connected  therewith. 

The  River  Holme  flows  through  the  district, 
entering  at  the  south-east  corner  and  running 
in  a northerly  direction.  There  are  several 
collections  of  houses,  but  the  two  largest, 
Honlev  and  Brockholes.  are  irregularly  ar- 
ranged in  the  valley  of  the  river.  The  soil 
is  clay,  clayey  sand,  and  sandy  gravel.  In 
the  higher  parts  of  the  district  the  climate  is 
bracing,  and  the  rainfall,  as  is  usual  in  this 
part  of  England,  is  ample.  The  staple  indus- 
try is  wool,  though  farming,  stone  quarries, 
and  engineering  also  provide  occupation  for  a 
considerable  number  of  the  inhabitants.  There 
are  18  Factories  and  18  Workshops  in  the 
district. 

Comparatively  fewT  people  are  in  receipt  of 
relief  from  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

Hospital  needs  are,  for  the  most  part,  sup- 
plied by  the  Hudersfield  Royal  Infirmarv 

A District  Nurse  is  kept,  the  institution 
being  financed  partly  bv  endowment  and 
partly  by  voluntary  subscriptions. 
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BIRTHS. 

There  have  been  64  births  registered  in  the 
district  during  the  year.  Of  these  29  were 
males  and  35  females.  There  w as  no  illegiti- 
mate birth,  against  one  for  last  year.  The 
birth-rate  is  13.99  per  1,000;  last  year  it  was 
15.15  per  1,000;  and  the  avera^A  birth-rate 
for  the  whole  of  England  for  1925  is  18.3. 
The  birth-rate  is  still  very  low.  Five  children 
died  under  the  age  of  one  year,  three  from 
congenital  debility  and  premature  birth,  and 
one  each  from  bronchitis  and  diarhoea.  The 
infant  mortality  rate  is  79.06  per  1,000'  births  ; 
that  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  i« 
75 

DEATHS. 

Fifty-four  deaths  are  registered  as  having 
taken  place  in  the  district ; five  were  trans- 
ferred away,  and  fourteen  as  having  been 
transferred  to  the  district  during  the  year, 
making  a-  total  of  63.  Of  these,  24  were  males 
and  39  females.  The  death-rate  during  the 
year  is  13.73  per  1.0  0;  that  for  England  and 
Wales  is  12.2  per  1,000.  It  will  be  noted 
that  the  Vital  Statistics  of  Honley  do  not 
reflect  any  credit  on  the  district,  and  are 
considerably  worse  than  the  average  for 
England  and  Wales  for  the  year.  A complete 
analysis  of  the  deaths,  showing  the  causes 
and  ages,  is  given  in  Table  4. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

The  chief  cause  of  death  during  the  year 
has  again  been  Heart  Disease,  from  which 
disease  there  have  been  fourteen  deaths  of  the 
gross  total  of  68.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
comes  next  with  seven  cases.  Bronchitis  with 
six,  and  Cancer  and  ArterioSclerosis  with  five 
each.  For  complete  details,  with  specified 
ages,  see  Appendix  IV. 

AGES  AT  DEATH. 

Of  the  arross  total  of  sixty-eight  deaths, 
twenty-nine  died  at  over  the  age  of  65  years, 
and  twenty  died  between  the  ages  of  45  vears 
and  65  years. 


2. 


CHANGES  IN  THE  LAST  FIVE  YEARS. 

During;  the  period  of  the  preceding  five 
years,  the  Urban  District  of  Honley  has 
undergone  many  improvements  and  changes  : 

Roads. — These  have  been  very  much  im- 
proved, and  many  places  are  now  in  an  almost 
ideal  condition.  Huddersfield  Road,  New  Mill 
Road.  Steppes  Road,  Love  Lane,  and  St. 
Mary’s  Road  are  well  worthy  of  mention 
in  this  connection.  The  cost  for  road  im- 
provement and  maintenance  is  £22,300  out- 
side of  the  ordinary  maintenance.  The  aver- 
age has  risen  from  £2,000  to  £3,000. 

Water  Closets. — Nearly  the  whole  of  the 
centre  of  Honley  is  now  supplied  with  Water 
Closets  : in  fact,  during  the  last  year  no  less 
than  fifty-six  Water  Closets  have  been  in- 
stalled. For  the  most  part  these  replace 
midden  privies. 

Electricity. — During  the  period  under  con- 
sideration the  District  Council  has  changed 
over  its  Electrical  Supply  to  the  Yorkshire 
Power  Company.  Electricity  is  now  not  only 
abundant,  but  besides  lighting  can  be  used 
for  power,  heating  and  anv  other  necessity 
for  which  electricity  is  used. 

Houses.— In  addition  to  the  sixteen  (16) 
houses  which  the  Council  has  alreadv  built, 
there  is  a scheme  to  build  eighty  (80)  more. 
This  will  not  on'y  improve  the  district,  but 
will  go  a long  wav  towards  doing  awav  with 
the  shortage  of  houses,  and  increase  the 
rateable  value. 

Cowsheds. — These  have  been  thoroughly  in- 
spected and  their  faults  tabulated.  Al|l  are 
now  in  a reasonable  state,  except  nine,  which 
have  minor  defects. 

Complaints. — These  are  now  of  a rare  occur- 
rence, whereas  formerly  they  were  frequent. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

WATER. 

The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  provided 
with  water  by  the  Huddersfield  and  Batlev 
Corporations,  both  of  which  supplies  are  suffi- 
cient in  quantity  arid  satisfactory  in  quality. 
There  are  several  much-used  wells  in  the 
district,  the  largest  being  those  in  the  Market 
PI  ace  and  at  Thirstin.  There  are  many  pos- 
sible. hut  the  most  probable  source  of  pollu- 
tion of  these  wells  is  from  cultivated  land  in 
the  vicinity.  The  public  wells  have  always 
been  kept  , dlean  and  are  well  cared  for.  and 
thodgh  tbm~  have  always  presented  a satisfac- 
tory appearance  no  samples  of  water  have 
been  tested  during  the  year.  I have  again 
to>  recommend  that  the  water  from  the  Market' 
Place  and  Thirstin  Wells  be  tested  at  least 
once  a year. 


RIVERS,  STREAMS. 

Since  the  establishment  of  filter-beds  at  the 
various  mills  up  the  valley  the  conditions  of 
the  River  Holme  has  been  much  improved. 
There  is  no  apparent  pollution  of  the  smaller 
streams. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Though  there  are  still  some  areas  of  con- 
siderable population  which  require  the  Coun- 
cil's serious  consideration,  the  most  thickly 
populated  part  of  the  district  is  efficiently 
drained  by  good  modern  sewers.  So'  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  discover  in  my  inspections, 
the  house  drains  are  all  disconnected  and 
trapped,  but  I have  found  some  houses  where 
there  are  no  sinks  or  indoor  drains  of  any 
kind.  There  has  been  no  extension  of  the 
sewage  scheme  during  the  year.  The  sewage 
is  treated  at  the  outfall  works  by  a modified 
bacterial  system.  The  works  are  sufficient  for 
the  present  needs  of  the  district,  and  I have 
heard  of  no  complaint  of  smell  or  other  nuis- 
ance from  inhabitants  in  the  neighbourhood 
thereof. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

At  present  the  sanitary  conveniences  of  the 
area  are  of  three  kinds — midden  privies,  of 
which  there  are  118;  tub  closets,  of  which 
there  are  320;  and  water  closets,  of  which 
there  are  726.  The  svstem  of  converting 
midden  privies  into  water  closets,  which  is 
slowly  and  gradually  being  carried  out,  is  one 
which,  for  health  and  economy  reasons,  should 
be  encouraged  and  stimulated.  During  the 
year  32  midden  privies  have  been  converted 
to  42  water  closets . There  are  many  instances 
cf  insufficient  closet  accommodation.  One 
closet  to  each  house  should  be  the  aim  of 
the  Council. 

SCAVENGING. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  employees  of  the 
Council  in  the  following  manner  : Tub  closets 
and  midden  privies  are  emptied  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  An 
open  cart  for  the  contents  of  the  privies  and 
covered  wagons  for  the  tubs  are  provided  by 
the  Council.  In  addition,  a list  of  farmers 
willing  to  undertake  the  work  is  kept,  and 
the  Council  hires  from  these  farmers,  when 
necessary,  horses  and  carts  to  assist  the 
Co u noil’s  s cavengers . 

The  houses  are  attended  to  according  to 
situation  and  rotation. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  undertaken 
by  the  Council,  and  the  central  parts  of  the 
district  are  attended  to  weekly.  The  refuse 
from  the  centre  of  the  town  is  taken  to  the 
tip  at  Clitheroe.  There  are  also  tips  at  Hal] 
Ing  and  Wood  Bottom.  None  of  these  tips 
is  as  tidily  and  carefully  kept  as  it  should 
he,  and  the  one  on  Wood  bead  Road  should 
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be  immediately  closed,  as  it  is  a nuisance  to 
tile  district.  It  is  smelly,  rat-infested,  is 
an  excellent  breeding  ground  for  flies,  and 
situated  in  a somewhat  thickly-populated 
area.  There  are  21  dustbins  in  use,  and  the 
fixed  ashpits  are  all  covered  in. 

sanitary  inspection  of  the 

DISTRICT. 

Inspections  of  seme  nart  of  the  district 
take  place  daily  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
and  very  frequently  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  The  chief  defects  observed  during 
the  year  are  : — 

(a;  Want  of  repair  of  property,  due  chiefly 
to  the  large  cost  of  quite  small  repairs. 

(b)  Defective  or  insufficient  sanitary  con- 
veniences ; and 

(c)  Blocked-up  drains. 

Ifie  question  of  want  of  repair  of  houses  is 
a most  serious  one,  and  merits  the  immediate 
economic  conditions,  quite  small  repairs  ab- 
sorb tlie  rent  for  years  to  come,  yet  if  they 
be  not  undertaken  the  district  will  suffer  suc'ii 
dilapidation  that  houses  will  become  unin- 
habitable much  more  rapidly  than  any  con- 
templated building  scheme  can  replace. 

Seven  nuisances  were  dealt  with  during 
the  year,  five  of  which  were  abated  on  verbal 
notice  two  were  midden  privies,  and  one  is 
still  ur abated. 


SANITARY  INSPECTORS  REPORT. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

Honley  U.D.  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 

In  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1925,  I have  to 
say  that  the  number  of  infectious  diseases 
in  your  district  during  the  past  year  has  been 
one,  against  three  in  1924,  (one  in  1923, 
twelve  in  1921,  and  25  in  1920.  The  case  re- 
c rded  was  Diphtheria,  and  the  patient  was 
removed  to  hospital  and  one  room  was  fumi- 
gated with  Formaldehyde  Vapour. 

The  total  number  of  Nuisances  recorded  dur- 
ing the  tear  was  seven.  Seven  informal 
notices  have  been  issued  to  abate  the  same, 
and  of  these  five  have  been  abated,  and  the 
two  unabated  are  privy  middens.  Of  the  out- 
standing 106  nuisances  remaining  unabated 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  104  were  notices 
to  convert  priv^  middens,  with  two  other 
nuisances  which  have  been  abated.  Fifty-six 
privy  midden  nuisances  have  been  abated  bv 
the  conversion  of  the  nrivv  middens  to  water 
closets,  leaving  50  privy  midden  nuisances 
unabated  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Filty-two  complaints  have  been  received  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  38  letters  and  engines 
relating  to  sanitary  matters  hare  teen  re 
ceived,  in  connection  with  which  lob  inspec- 
tions have  been  made. 

Thirty-two  privy  middens  have  been  conver- 
ted to  42  W.C.’s,  4 privy  middens  nu\e  oeen 
discontinued,  1 privy  midden  a.tereu  tem- 
porarily to  tubs,  2 W.C.'s  have  been  msened 
where  the  accommodation  was  a priv  xuid- 
den,  but  the  ^rivy  midden  is  nut  abo.ished 
yet.  Ten  tubs  have  been  converted  re  i2 
W.C.’s,  and  12  new  W.C.'s  have  been  inserted 
during  the  year,  the  total  number  of  W.C.'s 
inserted  during  the  year  being  68. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  of  your  district 
on  January  1st,  1926,  is  as  follows:  726 
W.C.'s,  320  tubs,  apd  118  privy  middens. 

With  respect  to  the  privy  middens,  one  is 
now  being  converted,  and  49  have  yet  to 
be  converted  to  W.C.’s,  and  the  remaining 
68  cannot  be  converted  to  the  water  carriage 
system  at  present  as  there  is  no  sewer  avail- 
able within  the  required  distance  to  connect 
up  to. 

One  detached  villa  and  7 bungalows  have 
been  erected  during  the  year ; of  these,  5 
are  bungalows  which  have  received  the 
Government  Subsidy  of  £75  per  house. 

Two  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  dur- 
ing the  year,  one  from  a pump  at  Middlefield 
House,  which  was  found  to  be  pure  but 
slightly  discoloured ; and  the  other  from  a 
delivery  pipe  from  a spring  at  Scotgate  Bot- 
tom, which  was  found  to  be  pure. 

COWSHEDS. 

The  cowsheds  have  been  visited  periodically 
and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 

Thirteen  smoke  observations  of  30  minutes 
each  duration  have  been  taken,  but  no  cau- 
tions have  been  administered. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

The  slaughter-houses  have  been  inspected 
periodica-llv,  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  Sanitary  Collection  for  the  year  has 


been  as  follows  : — 

1925. 

1924. 

No.  of  tubs  emptied  

13,321 

12037 

No.  of  ashpits  emptied  

18,107 

14.224 

No.  cf  privies  emptied  

1,075 

1,185 

Producing : loads  of  manure 

116 

1-57 

Producing : loads  of  rubbish 

1,858 

1,185 

Loads  of  rubbish  taken  to 

destructor  

956 

682 

Manure  sold,  loads  

155 

149 

T am,  Mr.  Chairman  and' Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  N.  ROYSTON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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5— SUMMARY  (for  reference)  OF  NURSINC 
ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS  and  other 
Institutions  available  for  the  District. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General. — When  residents  can  afford  it, 
there  is  usually  no  difficulty  in  getting  trained 
nurses  from  the  neighbouring  towns  of  Hud- 
dersfield, Leeds,  etc.  For  cases  who  cannot 
afford  such  services,  a District  Nurse  is  usu- 
ally available  in  the  district.  The  fund  to 
meet  the  cost  of  the  District  Nurse  is  main- 
tained partly  by  endowment  and  part! v In- 
voluntary subscriptions,  and  is  managed 
by  a local  committee. 

(b)  For  infectious  Cases. — Wh  en  a private 
nurse  i is  not  for  any  reason  obtainable,  tire 
only  trained  nursing  infectious  disease  (e.g  , 
Measles)  could  have  would  be  by  a nurse  sent 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  This 
is  the  custom  in  the  West  Hiding,  and  would 
apply  to  Hon  ley  should  necessity  arise. 

Midwives. 

There  is  no  District  Maternity  Nurse  as 
such  in  the  CounciFs  area ; this  work  is 
undertaken  by  the  General  District  Nurse, 
who  is  a certificated  Midwife.  One  other  Mid- 
wife is  registered  in  the  district,  but  holds  no 
certificate  of  Midwifes*  Board,  or  similar 
qualification. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Such  work  as  is  done  in  connection  with 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 
(consultation  and  treatment).  Day  Nurseries, 
School  Clinics,  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal 
Disease  is  carried  out  by  the  officials  of  the 
West  Riding  County  Council. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  by  the  County  Council. 

(1)  Tuberculosis.— Sanatorium  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis  is  carried  out  in  the  various 
West  Riding  County  Council  Sanatoria.  (2) 
Maternity,  no  provision.  (3)  Children,  no 
provision.  (4)  -Fever.  These  cases  are  treated 
in  the  Colne  and  Holme  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  at  Meltham.  (5)  Small  Pox.  Pro- 
vision for  the  treatment  of  Small  Pox  is  ipa.de 
at  the  Special  Hospital  for  this  disease  situ- 
ate at  Moor  Top.  (6)  General.  The  General 
Hospital  for  the  district  is  the  Huddersfield 
Royal  Infirmary,  four  miles  away.  This  insti- 
tution is  supported  by  endowment  and  volun- 
tary subscriptions. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  for  un- 
married mothers,  illegitimate  infants,  or 

homeless  children  in  the  district. 

\ 
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Ambulance  Facilities, 

(a)  For  Infectious  Disease,  from,  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  For  Non-Infections  and  Accident 
Cases,  from  Huddersfield. 


6-LABORATORY  WORK. 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examina- 
tions are  carried  out  in  the  West  Riding 
County  Council  Laboratory  at  Wakefield,  and 
by  Private  Practitioners  resident  in  the  dis- 
trict. 

The  undermentioned  is  a list  of  the  Adoptive 
Acts,  Bye-Laws,  etc.,  in  force 
in  the  District. 

Bye-laws  and  regulations  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  district  were  passed  on  Novem- 
ber 23rd,  1914,  and  received  the  consent  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  February  1st, 
1915- 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1890  (Part  1,  2 and  3)  was  adopted  by  the 
Council  on  November  1st,  1891. 

Hie  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1907  ( Parts  2 to  6 and  Sec.  95  of  Part  10) 
was  adopted  by  the  Council,  and  by  an  Order 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  the 
4tli  November,  1912,  declared  to  be  in  force 
in  the  Hon  ley  Urban  District  on  and  after 
the  23rd  December  1912. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORK 

PLACES. 

During  the  year  all  the  factories,  workshops 
and  workplaces  in  the  district  have  been  in- 
spected, and  all  have  been  found  clean.  The 
sanitary  accommodation  was  sufficient,  and 
the  sexes  divided.  There  was  no  evidence  of 
overcrowding,  and  ventilation  was  found 
satisfactory.  Copies  of  the  Factory  Act  were 
bung  in  prominent  places,  and  ambulance 
boxes  were  present.  Forty-five  inspections  of 
factories,  and  twenty-seven  of  workshops  were 
made  during  the.  year. 

PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH 
CAN  BE  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE- 
LAWS AND  REGULATIONS. 

There  are  no  lodging-houses,  underground 
sleeping  rooms,  and  only  two  offensive  trades. 
These  are  tail  low  chandlers,  and  have  been 
frequently  inspected  and  always  found  satis- 
factory. 
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SCHOOLS. 

There  are  two  Elementary  Schools  in  the 
.u  eo , one  situated  at  HONLEY,  and  the  other 
at  BROCKHOLES.  Both  have  satisfactory 
water  supplies  and  are  well  kept  and  clean. 
W a-ter  closets  are  provided  at  the  Honley 
School,  but  earth  closets  at  Brock  holes.  The 
medical  inspection  of.  the  scholars  is  carried 
out  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  provided  by 
the  West  Riding  County  Council. 


FOOD. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  is  no  Grade  A or  Grade  A Certified 
Milk  in  the  area.  Apart  from  this,  the 
quality  of  the  milk  is  mostly  good,  and  an 
attempt  is  made  at  a suitable  and  convenient 
delivery.  Generally  speaking,  each  milkman 
takes  an  allotted  area,  and  in  some  places  a 
morning  and  evening  delivery  is  effected. 
There  are  some  farmers,  however,  wlm  sell 
all . their  milk  during  the  morning  round, 
which  means  that  some  of  it  is  twelve  hours 
old  when  sohl  and  thirty-six  hours  old  when 
consumed.  I need  not  point  out  what  a 
serious  matter  this  is  for  young  artificially 
led  babies  or  far  invalids.  Proper  organisa- 
tion on  the  ^nrt  of  the  milk  sellers  of  Honley 
won  hi  save  them  much  time,  trouble  and  ex- 
pense, and  insure  a delivery  of  new  milk 
night  and  morning,  to  each  house  requiring  it. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  frequently  visited 
and  inspected  the  cow-sheds  during  the  year. 
He  has  a regular  round  in  which  he  takes 
his  inspections  .seriatum.  The  Council  has 
had  no  occasion  to  applv  the  “Milk  (Mothers 
and  Children)  Order  of  1918,”  as  in  the  dis- 
trict there  were  no  cases  coming  under  it. 

(b)  MEAT. 

I he  Meat  Inspection  is  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  There  is  no  specially  trained  person 
hr  the  work.  There  is  no  public  abattoir; 
the  meat  is  killed  in  four  private  (slaughter- 
houses. These  have  been  inspected  once  eacli 
week  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  who  has 
taken  such  opportunity  to  inspect  the  meat 
at  the  time  of  slaughter.  The  slaughter- 
houses are  well  kept  and  ’have  been  lime- 
washed  twice  during  the  year.  There  has 
been  no  action  under  Section  117  of  the  Pub- 
l'c  HeaHh  Act.  1875,  or  Section  47  of  the 
Public  Health  (London)  Act.  1891.  No  car- 
cases or  parts  of  carcases  have  been  con 
demned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption 
either  for  unsoundness  or  tuberculosis. 


NUMBER  OF  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES  IN 
USE  IN  THE  DISTRICT  AT  THE 
DATES  MENTIONED. 

In  1920.  Jan.,  1925.  Dec.,  1925 

Registered  ...  4 4 4 

Licensed  4 4 4 

Total  in  use  ...  4 4 4 

(c)  OTHER  FOODS. 

There  has  been  a marked  improvement  in 
both  qualify  and  quantity  of  food  during  the 
year.  None  has  been  found  unsound  on  in- 
spection. The  bakehouses  have  been  found 
satisfactory  for  the  work  carried  on  in  them. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  GENERALLY. 

Excluding  Tuberculosis,  only  six  Infectious 
Diseases  have  been  notified  during  the  year. 
Of  these,  five  were  Pneumonia,  with  two 
deaths  ; and  one  was  Diphtheria.  This  case 
w.  s mild  and  was  treated  in  hospital  and  made 
a perfect  recovery.  Most  cases  of  Diphtheria 
are  treated  with  Antitoxin  either  before  they 
go  or  when  the"  arrive  at  the  hospital.  It  is 
the  custom  for  the  medical  man  in  attendance 
to  use  his  own  Antitoxin,  and  charge  the 
Council  with  the  amount. 

Tuberculosis. — One  case  of  Tuberculosis 
(Pulmonary)  has  been  notified  during  the 
year.  I have  no  reason  to  believe  that  Tuber- 
culosis is  not  regularly  and  promptly  notified 
by  medical  practitioners  in  the  area. 

Of  the  Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  I 
have  not  any  record.  There  were  many  cases 
of  Influenza  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
and  three  deaths  (all  of  oldish  people)  took 
place  in  Mu  roll,  1925. 

Whooping  Cough  and  Mumps  have  been 
prevalent,  and  there  have  been  many  cases 
of  Measles,  particularly  in  the  last  quarter 
of  the  year. 

Bacteriological  aid  is  used  in  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis and  Diphtheria,  the  three  main  sources 
of  information  being  the  West  Riding  Countv 
Council  Laboratory  private  laboratories,  and 
doctor’s  own  examination. 

Verminous  persons  and  their  clothing  could 
only  be  cleansed  and  disinfected  at  the  Isola- 
tion Hospital,  but  there  have  been  no  cases 
requiring  treatment  during  the  year. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  Staff  consists  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  both  of  whom 
are  part-time  officials;  and  two  scavengers, 
one  devoting  his  whole  time  and  the  other 
three  days  a week. 


9. 


10. 


9— HOUSING. 


(I.)  General  Housing  Conditions  of  the 
District- 


(1)  General  Housing  Condition. — There  are 
1,265  houses  in  the  district,  with  about  882 
for  the  working  classes.  This  gives  an  aver- 
age of  3.9  persons  per  house.  Though  there 
are  many  modern  houses,  there  are  also'  many 
old  houses. 

(2)  (a)  Extent  of  shortage  or  excess  of 
houses.  — There  are  approximately  150 
houses  for  the  working  diasses  required  in 
the  district. 

(b)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to 
meet  any  shortage.  — The  Council  has 
already  built  sixteen  houses.  During  the 
year  seven  houses  have  been  built  by 
private  enterprise. 


(11.)  Overcrowding: — 

(1)  Extent:  Considerable. 

(2)  Causes  : Shortage  of  houses. 

(3)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  to  deal 
with  overcrowding:  The  Council's  Housing 
Scheme  and  private  building. 

(4)  Principal  eases  of  overcrowding  dealt 
with  during  the  year  and  action  taken  : — 
0 w i n °*  to  the  impossibility  of  remedying  the 
condition,  no  action  or  proceedings  have  been 
taken. 


(3)  Difficulties  found  in  remedying  unfit- 
ness, either  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  or  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing 
Acts  (19*25). — Beyond  the  difficulty  of 
cost  of  repairs,  we  have  poor  people 
who  own  cottage  property,  but  have 
only  a life  interest  in  it.  Many  are 
doing  exceedingly  well  in  carrying  out 
gradual  repairs. 

(.4)  Conditions,  ,so  far  as  they  affect  hous- 
ing, as  regards  water  supply,  closet 
accommodation  and  refuse  disposal,  to- 
gether with  measures  taken  this  year 
in  these  matters. — These  matters  are 
dealt  with  elsewhere  in  this  report. 
Taking  the  district  as  a whole,  emin- 
ently satisfactory. 

(IV.)  Unhealthy  Areas:— 

Information  as  to  complaints  received  oi 
representations  made,  and  action  taken,  in 
regard  to  unhealthy  areas.— None. 

(V.)  Bye-laws  relating  to  houses,  to  houses 
let  m lodgings,  and  to  tents,  vans,  sheds, 
etc.  :— 

(1)  As  to  working  of  existing  Bye-laws. — 
Satisfactory. 

(2)  As  to  need  for  new  Bye-laws,  or  ie- 
vision  of  existing  Bve-laws. — At  present 
we  have  no  difficulty. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the 
year : — 

(a)  Total— 7. 

(b)  As  part  of  a municipal  housing 
scheme— None. 


(III.)  Fitness  of  Houses  : — 

1.  (a)  General  standard  in  the  area. — Good. 

(b)  General  character  of  the  defects 
found  to  exist  in  unfit  houses. — Built 
into  the  ground  ; want  of  repairs ; de- 
fects in  roofs,  walls,  drain-pipes,  etc. 

(c)  How  far  defects  are  due  to  the  lack 
of  proper  management  and  supervision 
by  owners,  or  to  acts  of  waste  or  neg- 
lect by  tenants.  — Impossible  to  say, 
but  the  price  of  repairs  is  a largei 
factor  than  either. 

2.  General  action  taken  as  regards  Unfit 

Houses  : — 

(a)  The  Public  Health  Acts.— Houses  are 
inspected  and  nuisances  abated  where 
possible. 

(b)  The  Housing  Acts. — Owners  are  inter- 
viewed by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  or 
M.O  H.,  and  notices  are  served  where 
necassary.  Tables  0.  and  D.  submit- 
ted to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  etc. 


1 —  Unfit,  Dwelling-Houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling 
houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  500 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which 
were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District!  Regu- 
lations. 1910' 500 

03)  N umbei  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  . 
be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation 20 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive 
of  those  referred  to  in  preceding  sub- 
heading) found  not  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion   Very  many 

2 —  Remedy  of  De;fects  without  service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  dwelling  ‘houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  20 

12. 


11. 


3 — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  Etc.,  Act, 
1919  : — 

(1 ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 


repairs 0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit : 

(a)  By  owners  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  0 

<3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 


of  which  closing  orders  became  opera- 
tive in  pursuance  of  declarations  by 
owners  of  intention  to  close 0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health 
Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 
of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 


defects  to  be  remedied 7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  : — 

(a)  By  owners 5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owner  0 


(cf  Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18 
of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Etc., 
Act,  1909:— 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  wfit'h 

a view  to  the  making  of  closing  orders  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  closing  orders  were  made  ...  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  closing  orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  dwelling  houses  having 
been  rendered  fit  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  demolition  orders  were  made  0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  demolition  orders  ...  0 

1 have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  WILLIAMS,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Honley  Urban  District* 


Appendix  I. 

General  Statistics 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.174  6 acres 


Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4.588 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  ...  ...  ...  1,303 

Number  of  Separate  Families  or  Occupiers  (1921)  ...  1,350 

Rateable  Value  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  .£29,156 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Pate  ...  ...  ...  £122 


A PPEN  DIX  1 1 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


Total. 

M. 

F.i 

Per  1,000 

BIRTHS- 

-Legitimate 

...  64 

29 

35 1 

Birth  Rate  ... 

...  13-99 

illegitimate 

0 

0 

ol 

DEATHS 

...  63 

24 

39 

Death  Rate 

...  1373 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  — 
From  Sepsis  ..  0.  From  other  causes  . . 0. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births...  79-06 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

,,  „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  1 


Appendix  III.  Honley  Urban  District. 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  Year  1925. 


Disease. 

Total 

cases 

notified. 

1 Under 
| 1 year. 

1 to 

2 years. 

Scarlet  Fever  

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

Enteric  Fever  (Typhoid) 

0 

Pneumonia 

5 

Erysipelas  

0 

Puerperal  Fever  

0 

Totals 

6 

0 

0 

1 

3 to 

4 years. 

4 to 

5 years. 

5 to 

10  years. 

10  to 

15  years 

15  to 

20  years. 

20  to 

35  years. 

35  to 

45  years. 

45  to 

65  years. 

Over 

65  years. 

Cases 

admitted 

to  Hospi’l. 

Total 

Deaths. 

0 

1 

1 

0 

n 

i 

1 

o 

i 

u 

9 

X 

J. 

•j 

1 

— - 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  Scailet  Fever,  Diptheria,  Enteric  Fever  — 
The  Colne  and  Holme  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at  Melthatn. 
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1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 


Appendix  1 1 1(a). 

Honley  Urban  District. 

TUBERCULOSIS . 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Nou-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pu 

monary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

years  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

* ; 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

M • ••  ••• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

M ...  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

M ••  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19  • • • ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

9 9 • • * « • « 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 5 • •• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

M 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

9 9 - • • • » 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

and  upwards  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

There  were  no  non-notified  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in  1925. 

Of  the  one  case  notified  in  1925  none  died. 

Total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year — 
Pulmonary,  3.  Non-Pulmonary,  0. 

The  Sanatorium  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  carried  out  at  the  various 

West  Riding  County  Council  Sanatoria. 


Appendix  IV 


Honley  Urban  District. 

Causes  of,  and  ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1925. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages,  whether  occurring  within 
or  without  the  District. 


Cause  of  Death. 

<3 

< u 
< 

Under 

1 year. 

1 to 

2 years,  i 

2 to 

3 years. 

3 to 

4 years 

a? 

° is 

CO 

Q, 

iO 

5 to 

10  years. 

10  to 

1 5 years. 

15  to 

20  years. 

20  to 

35  years. 

35  to 

45  years. ; 

45  to 

65  years. 

Over 

65  years.' 

Influenza 

3 

3 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  Tract... 

1 

2 

Cancer — Malignant  Disease  ... 

5 

1 

2 

2 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage.. 

7 

1 

3 

3 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

14 

1 

1 

6 

6 

Arterio-Sclerosis  ... 

5 

1 

4 

Bronchitis  ... 

6 

1 

1 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years). 

1 

Appendicitis 

2 

1 

1 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis. 

2 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  Ac 

3 

3 

Violence  (not  Suicide)  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  Causes  ... 

10 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Totals  

68 

5 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

3 

20 

29 

Of  the  Gross  Total  of  6S  Deaths,  fourteen  died  out  of  the  district  and 
were  transferred  thereto;  five  died  in  the  district  and  were  transferred 
away  ; five  died  in  Deanhouse  or  Crosland  Moor  Institutions. 

The  Nett  Deaths  of  the  Inhabitants  are  68,  of  whom  24  are  Males  and  39  are  Females. 

Death  Rate  is  18  73  per  1,000  per  annum. 
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